
National Sprite 
Challenge 

2008 
“ I t ’ s gonna be gr eat  i n t he Sunshi ne St at e! ”  
 

“ Cel ebr at e t he 50t h Anni ver sar y of  t he 
Aust i n Heal ey Spr i t e”  

 
I know you’re all champing at the bit for more info so here’s the fourth update for you!! So far we have just 
over 100 expressions of interest with 74 confirmed bookings so in the words of a great man “ It’s going to be 
huge!!”  
 
Dates: Thursday 20th till Sunday the 23rd of March 2008 
 
Where: Warwick, Queensland. (Approx. 160km S/E of Brisbane) 
Warwick is only a 2 hour drive from Brisbane, a town with a lot of history and home to various popular motor 
sport events at the Morgan Park Race circuit. If being close to the race track is not enough, Warwick is also 
central to many wineries and has many historic runs that you can enjoy. 
 
What’s a National Challenge? What does it entail? 
 
What are we going to do? We are going to hold a traditional National Challenge! All Sprites, Midgets, 
Healeys and other invited cars are welcome to participate. State against state to see how is the best!! 
 
Competition:  
Q. Do I need experience to be a competitor? No, understand that there is driver training for the nervous 
novice drivers and the experienced drivers that have never driven Morgan Park Circuit.  
Q. What happens if I am slow on the circuit? Be aware that novice drivers will be all in one group so they will 
not be intimidated by faster cars. Cars will be grouped by speed once we have an idea how you are going. 
Q. Can my partner / friend share the car? Some people were under the impression that only one person 
could compete in each car, thinking their partners could only watch. You can have as many people drive the 
one car on track as logistically possible. 
  
Challenges are about enjoying the cars, and it is where most sprite drivers have their first run on a racetrack. 
In the past, the regularity result, the sprint and motorkhana results equally gave you an outright result. 
Therefore a road Sprite can place very high in the results. The National Challenge Trophy is won by a state 
and is judged by results from The Sprints, The Regularity, The Motorkhana and the Concourse. It is therefore 
all about team results and what cars were needed to achieve a result, and why you need all sprites, from 
standard road sprites, to quick race sprites.  
 
Social: 
It’s all about getting together and having fun, going on social drives and talking about our cars. We have a 
great variety of events and trips for you to enjoy. Drives through lovely rainforest areas, lovely bushwalks, 
trips to Historic Homesteads and Wine tasting, we’ll keep you busy! 
 
For the dinners we are all together and again get to share in the camaraderie that comes from a common 
passion for our cars. We also get to share our favourite toys and memorabilia to people who really 
appreciate our hobby. There is even a chance for you to get up, show us your talents and totally embarrass 
yourself in front of your peers! 

 
 
 
 



Thursday 20th March 2008 - Competition / Spectator & Social Delegates 
 

Welcome evening BBQ 
 
Welcome BBQ will be taking place at Challenge Head Quarters “The Commonage” 69A 
Dragon Street, Warwick. 
 
We will be serving from the BBQ from 5pm ‘til late so even if you don’t get into Warwick 
until late come and see us if you want a feed. BYO alcohol. 
 
At the BBQ you can register and pick up your party pack! 

 “The Commonage” 
Evidence indicates that this cottage, known as The Commonage, was erected during the 
late 1860’s or early 1870’s for John Leonard of Warwick. It appears to have been built as a 
residence and shop for Leonard, who was subsequently listed as a shopkeeper. It is a 
one-storeyed building with attic space beneath its steeply pitched roof and was 
constructed using local hand made bricks. In 1949 a skillion-roofed weatherboard lean-to 
was added at the rear. The front awning was reconstructed, along with extensive internal 
and external restoration work. The Commonage is a self contained cottage, within walking 
distance of the CBD and is available for tourist accommodation.  

 
 

   
 
 
 



Friday 21st March 2008 - Competition / Spectator Delegates 
 

Morgan Park Raceway Track Day 
 

Welcome to Morgan Park Raceway at Warwick! You will find this to be one of the most 
enjoyable race tracks suited to our little vehicles. It is not in an incredibility high speed 
circuit and in fact has a lot of angulations, sharp corners and switch-backs. 
 
We will kick of the day with scrutineering, equipment and vehicle safety checks. 
 
We will ease you into the circuit with Track Familiarisation Laps, Driver Training for 
inexperienced circuit drivers and a few hints and tips for the experienced Southerners who 
have never driven on this circuit.   
 
Lunch will be provided at the track before we get into the afternoons Regularity 
competition.  
 
 

   
 
 
 
 

           
 

 
 
 
 
 



Friday 21st March 2008 –Social Delegates 
 

Taking the scenic tourist drive, Settlers Route, you will drive along sweeping roads to 
historic Killarney and out to Warwick’s Queen Mary Falls. Enjoy a beautiful walk through 
Queensland Forests to view the wonderful fall. Then back up to the Kiosk for morning tea 
at the park. 
 

    
 
 

From Queen Mary Falls we will travel out along a fabulous twisting rainforest road then 
back along the Ceder Route to Freestone and Goomburra and arrive at Glengallan House. 
  
Glengallan is not just any old house. Uninhabited for more than half its lifetime, it remains 
frozen in time. Located near Allora in South East Queensland, Glengallan is one of the few 
remaining examples of a substantial 19th century country house in Queensland. Having 
been restored in 2002 it is a fascinating snapshot of time. 
 

  
 
Lunch will be served on the lower balcony of the old homestead followed by a self paced 
tour of the homestead and gardens. 
 
From here we take the Sunflower route through Allora back to Warwick, the route will take 
you past the original gates for the Glengallan Homestead which where moved into 
Warwick in the early 1900’s. We then travel out to Morgan Park where the social group will 
get the change to do a couple of Parade laps around the circuit before they get to hear all 
the tails about how fast the competitors where today! 
 
 



Friday Evening - Competition / Spectator & Social 
 

Trackside Spit Roast Dinner  
With Mini Model Concours d©Elegance 

 
A great evening where we join up the social and the competitors and tell lots of lies about 
how fast we went and how much we know about Historic Warwick!! 

 
Tonight we eat at the track under the stars (or in the pits if it’s raining!!). Dinner will be a 
Sprit roast with all the trimmings. Please note this will be a BYO Dinner so make sure you 
organise your drinks before heading to the track. 
 
It is also a night where we arrange our personal collectibles as a Mini Concours 
d’Elegance. So make sure you bring your favourite piece or pieces along (carefully 
packaged!) and we see who has the Greatest Toys in Australia!!! 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Saturday 22nd March 2008 - Social Delegates 
 
Today will be a Wine Tour down to the Granite Belt Wine region. You can choose to drive 
yourself or hop on the bus (just in case you want to be a “little” more indulgent!) from your 
local accommodation. Experience this unique opportunity to taste test food and wine from 
the region, enjoy a progressive three course meal whilst visiting three different food outlets 
on the Granite Belt. Explore the Granite Belt wineries throughout the tour, visiting between 
courses and lunch. 

 

  
 

Stop and visit the Granite Belt Garden maze. Get lost in the maze as many times as you 
wish, there will some special Austin Healey and MG orientated puzzles to solve. 
Experience the tranquillity as you wander through the gardens, frog ponds and 
watercourses. It©s a maze outside the maze� �Or enjoy a game of giant chess or mini golf. 
 
From here we travel back to Warwick. 
 

   
 
Saturday 22nd March 2008- Competition / Spectator Delegates 
 
Morgan Park Raceway Track Day another fun day at the track including:  

Sprint competition 
Lunch 
Special teams Race 

  
 

 



Saturday Evening - Competition / Spectator & Social Delegates 
 

Chinese Banquet Dinner 
with photo and movie night 

 
Tonight your tummies will be filled with Warwick’s finest Chinese tucker (guaranteed to 
make it difficult to keep the belt done up for the waddle back to your motel room!).  
 
Tonight’s also the night for you to dig out your favourite photos of yesteryear. Celebrate 50 
years of Austin Healey Sprite by showing off your favourite photos of your cars, fashion, 
weddings (as long as it includes a car!). We’ll have some old video’s playing in the back 
ground, car related of course! 
 
 

�
�
�
�

��  
 

 
 



Sunday 23rd March 2008 – Competition / Spectator & Social Delegates 
 

Warwick CBD – Albert St. – Leslie Park 
 
Concours d’Elegance: 
A display of all our fabulous cars in their finest. So make sure you bring your polishing 
cloth and Armor All. See who takes home the brightest car when our judges examine them 
under their microscopes! 
 

 
 

  
 
BBQ Lunch – Leslie Park 
 
Bitumen Motorkhana: 
Test the memory, the car and your driving skills. A Bitumen Motorkhana is both noisy and 
spectacular. Remember the pattern and go as fast as you can but don’t knock over any 
flags! See who’s the fastest and most accurate. 
 

 
 

   
 
 



Sunday 23rd March 2008 - Social Delegates – (Optional Run at own 
expense) 
 
If watching the motorkhana is not exactly your thing, then you can go on a quick drive to 
look at the Convent at the Historic Abbey of the Roses and Pringle Cottage Museum.  

 
 
Abbey of the Roses (formerly Our Sisters of Mercy Convent – Our Lady of Assumption) 
was built in 1893 from local Sandstone, costing approximately 12,000 pounds and was 
funded by the people of Warwick through an Art Union.  
The Convent catered for the education of young Catholic women for nearly a century. With 
the advent of school transport systems in the 1960s, the need for boarding 
accommodation declined. The last of the school’s boarders left in 1972. Sisters in 
residence also declined and in 1987 the Order of the Sisters of Mercy decided to sell the 
property.  
This historic building has now been converted into a B&B and function centre. You can 
take a wander around the gardens and grab a drink at the coffee shop. 
 

   
 

Pringle Cottage Museum is a collection of buildings which features furniture and household 
items representing more that 130 years of family life in the Warwick district. Most notable 
is the sandstone cottage with was built circa 1870 which is listed by the National Trust. 
Collections of photographs, historical and personal items, farming equipment, vehicles and 
machinery are displayed in several buildings relocated on the site 

   
 



Sunday Evening - Competition / Spectator & Social Delegates 
 
 

Presentation Themed Dinner 

 
 

Tonight’s dinner will be themed “Come dressed in the era of your car” to celebrate 
the 50th Anniversary of the Austin Healey Sprite.  

   
 

Come prepared to put together an “Ode to the Sprite!” Be it poetry, song or any form 
of visual art, we want to honour the 50 years of the great marque we all love to drive. 

 
Dinner will be at the Warwick RSL. Also tonight the “National Challenge Trophy” will 
be handed over to the most deserving state. Along with a whole pile of 
encouragement awards! 

 
Monday 24th March 2008 – Check out! 
 
At your leisure checkout and have a safe journey home. 
 
. 
 
 
 

Prices 
 
Price: (subject to change). Pricing options: 
Competitor $560.00, Social $520.00, Spectator non competitor $410.00 
These prices include ALL, Meals and Accommodation and are based on twin share accommodation. Special 
prices can be arranged for single rooms, family rooms or special needs. 
 
NOTE: Competitors will be required to have a minimum Level 2 CAMS competition licence 



National Sprite 
Challenge 

2008 
“ I t ’ s  gonna be gr eat  i n t he Sunshi ne St at e! ”  

 
 

Booking Form 
 
 
Contact Details 
 
Name/s: ______________________________________________________________________________  
 
Number of Adults: _________   Number of Children: ________________ 
 

How many: Competitor �  Social �  or Spectator �  Where you are coming from:________________ 
 
Postal Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Payment Options for $200 Deposit per Adult 
 
�  Cash  
                    
�  Cheque (payable to The Sprite Car Club of QLD Inc.) 
 
�  Direct Deposit. Westpac BSB# 034002, Account# 785441, Account Name Sprite Car Club of QLD. 
Please use your surname as the reference/comment and email us your deposit details to 
spritecarclub@optusnet.com.au  
 
�  Credit Card (please fill out below. NB: The name that will appear on your Credit Card Statement will be 
Lionel Otto Instruments) 
  
 �  MasterCard  �  Visa  
  
 Card Number:______________________________________ 
  
 Name on Card:____________________________________ Exp Date:____________ 
 
 Signature:____________________________________________________________ 
 
 Total: $____________            
 
 
 
 
Regards, 

 
John Robertson 
President 
Sprite Car Club of Qld Inc. 
www.spritecarclub.com  

p. 0431 033 878 
e. spritecarclub@optusnet.com.au 
f. 07 3277 8520 
a. Sprite Car Club 
    P.O.Box 9 
    Salisbury    Qld. 4107 


